
 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS  

 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured 

the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV) 

 

 

Once again we are quickly approaching the Lenten season. We quickly move from celebrating the gift of 

human love to reflecting on divine love. And with the all the conversations about the weather, the Chiefs, 

the economy, violence, politics and everything else that’s going on, I find myself looking forward to it.  

That may sound strange – after all, it’s the busiest time of the year in the church. 

 

But that’s exactly why I’m kind of looking forward to it. Lent can be a time of redirecting our focus and 

energies. But of course, if you only spend Lent being busy, you miss the entire point. The most important 

part of Lent is not being busy doing Lent, but being Lent – taking the time and energy you would be using 

on other things and using it instead to get caught up in the passion and promise of our Savior.  

 

Lent is not a time of gloom and doom. Yes, it is a time to be honest with ourselves about who we are, and 

what we have done and left undone, but that is not all there is to Lent. Lent is also a time to focus again on 

the promises of God: forgiveness of sins, salvation, the care and love of God here and now.   We will be 

reminded of these things all season long. We will hear of God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel as they 

get ready to settle in the promised land. We will hear of God’s great promise to Abraham of a son, even in 

his old age. And, most importantly, we will hear and experience the awesome love of God in Christ Jesus 

crucified for us so that we can live.  

 

I encourage you to put aside those things you have no control over and use that time and energy to sink 

into this season. To put aside the day to day items and activities we find to fill the hours and with this new-

found time, to walk with Christ these forty days, to read His story, to spend time in prayer, and to discover 

new ways of shining the light of Christ.  

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 

Pastor Dan 

2 Peter 3:18 

 

 Open the storehouse of your praise today. Let your heart rejoice and be glad!  

King of Kings Lutheran Church  
 

Open Arms Lutheran Child Development Center 

  
Bringing the Light of Christ to our Neighbor!  
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Read Through the Bible in a Year Calendar  

Scripture reading suggestions:  

1) It’s important to find yourself a regular time and quiet place to read the Bible; reading Scripture regularly and habitually gradu-

ally deepens your relationship with God. Remember, keep it simple. This is only a guide, not a rule. Use this to help hear and 

study God’s Word.  

2) Begin by praying. One very simple and good prayer to use is Psalm 119:18 “Open my eyes, so that I may see the wonderful 

truths in your Word.”  

3) Take some time to be quiet with God, to think about what you read yesterday, and to think again about what you learned from 

that reading.  

4) Read the passage for the day. Think what the passage tells you. Some questions worth asking yourself are: 1. Does this pas-

sage tell a story? Or is it a prayer or a poem, or perhaps part of a letter? 2. What is it mainly about? 3. Does it tell me something 

about what God is like? Does it tell me something about how to live in response to God’s love and plan for me?  

5) Try to summarize what you have learned from the passage.  

6) Is there something here that I don’t understand, that I need to think about a lot more, or talk to someone else about, or per-

haps even look for more information?  

7) Take some more time to be quiet with God-don’t just ask these questions once over, but think about them for a while. Think 

again about yesterday’s reading-how do the things you learned yesterday fit with what you learned today?  

8) Keeping a notebook of what you learn can be very helpful.  

9) Did you know that…..When you carry the Bible, Satan has a headache. When he sees you reading it, he faints. Let’s read the 

Bible every day so he keeps on fainting. Maybe one day he’ll have a stroke and never wake up.  

 

The following is the next three months readings: 

 

 
 
 

2 

28/Joshua 7-9 
29/Joshua 10-12 
30/Joshua 13-15 
31/Psalms 37-40 
 
APRIL 
 
1/Joshua 16-18 
2/Joshua 19-21 
3/Joshua 22-24 
4/ Judges 1-3 
5/ Judges 4-6 
6/ Judges 7-9 
7/ Judges 10-12 
8/ Judges 13-15 
9/Psalms 41-44 
10/Judges 16-18 
11/Judges 19-21 
12/Ruth 1-4 
13/1 Samuel 1-3 
14/1 Samuel 4-6 
15/1 Samuel 7-9 
16/1 Samuel 10-12 
17/1 Samuel 13-15 
18/Psalms 45-48 
19/1 Samuel 16-18 
20/1 Samuel 19-21 

FEBRUARY  
 
1/Genesis 46-48  
2/Genesis 49-50  
3/Exodus 1-4  
4/Exodus 5-7  
5/Exodus 8-10  
6/Psalms 13-16  
7/Exodus 11-13  
8/Exodus 14-16 
9/Exodus 17-19 
10/Exodus 20-22 
11/Exodus 23-25 
12/Exodus 26-28 
13/Exodus 29/31 
14/Psalms 17-20 
15/Exodus 32-34 
16/Exodus 35-37 
17/Exodus 38-40 
18/Leviticus 1-3 
19/Leviticus 4-6 
20/Leviticus 7-9 
21/Leviticus 10/12 
22/Leviticus 13-15 
23 Psalms 21-24 
24/Leviticus 16-18 
25/Leviticus 19-21 
26/Leviticus 22-24 
27/Leviticus 25-27 
28/ Numbers 1-3 

MARCH 
 
1/Numbers 4-6 
2/Numbers 7-9 
3/Psalms 25-28 
4/Numbers 10-12 
5/Numbers 13-15  
6/Numbers 16-18  
7/Numbers 19-21  
8/Numbers 22-24  
9/Numbers 25-27  
10/Numbers 28-30  
11/Numbers 31-33  
12/Numbers 34-36  
13/Psalms 29-32  
14/Deuteronomy 1-3 
15/Deuteronomy 4-6 
16/Deuteronomy 7-9 
17/Deuteronomy 10-12 
18/Deuteronomy 13-15 
19/Deuteronomy 16-18 
20/Deuteronomy 19-21 
21/Deuteronomy 22-24 
22/Psalms 33-36 
23/ Deuteronomy 25-27 
24/Deuteronomy 22-24 
25/Deuteronomy 31-34 
26/Joshua 1-3 
27/Joshua 4-6 
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Music practice is Wednesday evenings: 
 

Ukulele’s -   6:15 PM Singing -      6:45 PM. Handbells -  7:15 PM  

 

Starting on February 22 and continuing through Lent,  the practice times are:   

Ukulele’s 5:30-5:45 pm, Choir:  5:45-6:00 pm, Bells:  6:00-6:15 pm. 

 

Questions?  Contact Tamieka: tdmelancon11@gmail.com  
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Lutheran Laymen's League - the Kings Men 
 

The new year has started out with a Bang for the Kings Men! 

 

At our January meeting we were served a wonderful breakfast by Lyle Miller.  All in 

attendance agreed that Lyle had served the BEST LLL breakfast of the year!  We 

voted to make a donation to the National Lutheran Association on scouting 

(NLAS.org) to assist underserved youth in earning their religious life awards.  We 

also sent a donation to Epiphany Lutheran church in Jackson, Mississippi.  Epiphany is a historical black 

Lutheran church which recently was a victim of arson.  The men agreed to participate in the serving of 

Lenten Dinners this year- we will provide the meal on March 29th. 

 

 The men will continue with their monthly "Men's Night Out".  In February we will meet on the 9th 

in town at  Frontera's Mexican Restaurant at 6:30pm.  All men are welcome to join us! 

 

 The men are seeking interest and if interest is there, we will coordinate a King of Kings Night at  

the KC Monarchs.  Tickets will be $17.50 per person and the game will be on Saturday, June 3rd.  More 

information to follow! 

 

 The group continues in their video Bible Study each month. 

 

 Our next meeting is on Feb 11th at 7:30 am at church. Carey Prothe will be our chef.  Please feel 

free to join us for food, fellowship and Bible Study.  For additional information on the Lutheran Laymen's 

League, please contact Pastor Dan or Mark Trivilino. 

 

 

Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT). 

 

 In January a group from the Northeast Kansas LERT team met with representa-

tives from Bethany Lutheran in Overland Park.  The meeting was to share with staff and 

congregants the LERT story and how to start a LERT group in their congregation. 

 

 In March our leadership team will meet at the Kansas District Retreat Center in Herrington with 

other LERT leaders throughout the great state of Kansas. 

 

 If you are interested in becoming a LERT member, please contact Pastor Dan, Bob Lowe, Dale 

Melancon or Ed Bruns. 

 

Lent begins in February  

Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023  

7:00 PM 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Lenten Supper 5:30 PM 
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Check out the new “Puzzle Place”.   

 

We are starting a puzzle exchange.  We now have a Puzzle Cupboard in  the new addition. 

Bring a  jigsaw puzzle, take one home, bring one back, enjoy.  Please mark on the box if any pieces are 

missing. 

If anyone wants to purchase tickets they can go to http://3bmlmkc.givesmart.com/ 
 
Thanks! 

http://3bmlmkc.givesmart.com/
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Thank you to Thrivent Financial member who directed his Choice Dollars to King of Kings. 
 

Charlene & Paul Helmer 
 

 If you have any questions about Thrivent Financial or Choice Dollars, please contact 

mail@thrivent.com or Jean Germer 913-484-7502. 

 

The new 2023 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board across from 

 the restrooms.  Sign-up to bring flowers to decorate the sanctuary in 

remembrance of a loved one or to celebrate a special event. 

 

 Do you enjoy the treats during the fellowship time between the  

   services?  Please sign-up to bring treats on Sunday morning by going to 

  info@signupgenius.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

February Calendar of Events 
 

Feb. 5 9:20 am Congregation Meeting  

 11:30 am Youth Group 

Feb. 8  6:30 pm Elder Meeting 

Feb. 9  6:30 pm Men’s Nite Out @ Fronteras 

  6:30 pm Scouts 

Feb. 11 7:30 am Kings Men Breakfast 

Feb. 12 11:30 am LWML Meeting 

Feb. 22 5:30 pm Lenten Supper 

    7:00 pm Ash Wednesday 

   Worship w/Holy Communion 
 

Every Tuesday at 1:30 pm Bridge  

Every Wednesday except on February 22nd and 

continuing thru out Lent practice will be starting: 

  5:30 pm Ukulele’s 

  5:45 pm Choir 

  6:00 pm Bells 



 

MEMBERSHIP  2022  2021  

Baptized  6032  602  

Confirmed  381  377  

Family Units  265  263  

ATTENDANCE    

Dec. (Avg.) *in-
house & virtual  

122.75+37* 
159.75 

154* 

RECEIPTS  DECEMBER YTD  

Actual  $33,320 $309,178 

Budget  $24,270  $291,240  

EXPENSES    

Actual  $18,708 $259,769  

Budget  $24,352  $292,228  

NET    

Actual  $14,612 $49,409 

Budget  ($82)  ($988)  

KING OF KINGS 

OUR SUPPORT OF THE LORD’S WORK 

 

OPEN ARMS 

RECEIPTS  DECEMBER  YTD  

Actual  $57,572  $618,876  

Budget  $56,284  $675,408  

EXPENSES    

Actual  $54,896  $706,028  

Budget  $56,256  $675,072  

NET    

Actual  $2,676 ($87,152)  

Budget  $28  $336  

 

King of King’s Elected  

2023 Officers/Parish Planning Committee  

 

Pastor:    Dan Wehmeier  

President:    Richard Ahrens  

President – Elect:   Phil Gehrt  

Treasurer:    Dale Melancon  

Support/Admin. Leader:  Dan Popp  

Worship Ministry Leader:  Ted Marsh 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Ali Van Dellen  

Family Ministry Leader:  Tana Melancon  

Head Elder:    Joel Whitmer  

Open Arms Director:   Angela Thrasher  

 

Open Arms Team 

Team Leader: Erin Schrepel  

Team Members: Sharlot Ahrens, Jody Church,  

  Heather Petit and Lyle Miller  

 

Board of Mission Directors  

Pastor:    Dan Wehmeier  

President:    Richard Ahrens  

President– Elect:   Phil Gehrt  

Support/Admin. Leader:  Dan Popp  

Head Elder:    Joel Whitmer  

Open Arms Administrator:  Angela Thrasher  

Open Arms Team Leader:  Erin Schrepel  

 

2023 Elders:  
 

Joel Whitmer (Head Elder), Richard Ahrens, Ryan 

Church, Greg Gartner, John Klein, Herb Klemp, 

Kevin Kufeldt, Dale Melancon, Chadd Schrepel, 

Allen Snyder and Tim Van Dellen  
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2023 Youth Group Officers:  
 

President  Austin Sandman 

Vice President   Nina Wahl 

Secretary  Abby McGarr 

Treasurer  Danny Wahl 

The Youth Group meets the first Sunday in 
the month after the second service.  For more  
information:  Austin 913-530-5641. 
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Please donate to our Sock Drive, socks of any size,  

men’s, women’s, and children’s.   

Warm socks are especially needed this time of year.  Look for the donation box as you enter 

under the coat rack 

 

Don’t forget your non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry.  The shelves are bare after 

the holidays. 

Also needed are paper products:  toilet paper, Kleenex,  

paper towels and hygiene items:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, etc. 

The Quilting Group holding up some of the 

50 bibs they made for Open Arms.   

The Quilters meet every Thursday at 9:00 am. 

Pictured are: 

 Sandy Gould, Linda Eyer, Pat Hymer 

 and Judy Anderson. 



 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE (LWML) 

 

God's greatest gift to us is love, hope you have a love one to share with on  

Valentine’s Day.  Love is free with no strings attached, so please give it out 

freely.  

 

At our meeting on Sunday, January 15th we talked about several events coming up in February.  One is to 

have an election for new officers.   The current officers have served in these positions for many years and 

have truly been blessed, but there are a lot of you ladies that could bring in new ideas and we would total-

ly support you in whatever office you would like to serve. Please pray about this and let us know either 

before our next meeting on Sunday, February 12th or just call me (Judy Anderson  

913-620-3975 or jfanderson802@gmail.com) concerning a position, President, Secretary, Treasurer. 

Also, if another time is better to have our LWML meetings instead of after second service on Sundays, 

please just let me know. 

 

Our quilting group are busy making quilts for Orphan Grain Train.  Volunteers are needed to tie them, 

come and enjoy the fellowship.  We meet on Thursday mornings at 9:00 AM and we are usually finished 

before noon or just come for an hour or whatever time you have available.  Last week we were asked to 

make baby bibs for Open Arms so we started them this week and have made 50 to take over to them. 

They were delivered on Tuesday.  

 

Besides quilts we are gearing up for any craft or bake goods for the June 10th Craft Sale.  We will 

have  tables out on the lawn to fill with bake goods and any craft you might make to sell.   

 

There will be Lenten dinners again this year.  LWML will serve on Ash Wednesday which is February 

22nd.  Our menu will be pulled pork sandwiches with all the sides.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Our National Convention this year starts on June 22nd in Milwaukee, WI.  There is a lot of  

information on the web under LWML, tap on conventions.  Let me know if you wish to attend. 

 

We are planning a family BINGO night. It will be on Friday, August 25th, so please put the date on your  

calendars. 

 

Please support our Sock Drive.  Our goal is to collect 100 pairs of socks for the homeless,  There is a  

box marked to put them in as you enter the fellowship area. 

 

Looking at the above list, I would say we had a very successful meeting. 

 

God's blessing to you all, 

 

Judy Anderson, President 
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We have two services:  

 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

Communion will be  
celebrated at both services.  

 

9:20 a.m. Bible Class,  

Sunday School for all  

ages and Confirmation  

 
 

No nursery available at this time.  
 

Be sure and tell your friends and  
neighbors about these services. 

  
They need the light of Christ too!  

We’re on the Web: www.kingofkingsks.org  

King of Kings Lutheran Church  

306 East Madison  

P.O. Box 364  

Gardner KS 66030-0364  

Daniel Wehmeier, Pastor  

Paul Helmer, Pastor Emeritus  

Paul Hoppe, Pastor Emeritus  

William Postel, Pastor Emeritus  

Phone: 913-856-2500  

Email: info@kingofkingsks.org  

Open Arms Lutheran Child Dev. Ctr. 

Email: openarmscdc@kingofkingsks.org  

Phone: 913-856-4250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canned Food Challenge 
 
 King of Kings has been challenged by 
Thrivent Financial Services to a can drive!  If we  
collect over 150 canned goods, to be donated to 
the food pantry at the JOY CLOSET we have an 
opportunity for Thrivent to match up to $150 to be 
used to purchase more canned goods. 
 
 There are many in our community who are 
experiencing food insecurities.  If we can each just 
bring in one can, we will easily surpass our goal! 
 
 If you choose to participate, please leave 
the canned goods on the shelf above the clothes 
rack across from the church office. 


